




















is involved.” God deserves to be more
than a mantelpiece in your home, but
you will want Him to play an active
role there. You are making a good
beginning by choosing to be married
before the altar of God—with family,
friends, and fellow Christians joining
you in imploring God’s blessings.
However, from this time forward may
you take God with you day by day.

Among Solomon’s many gems of
wisdom are those in which he speaks
of the vanity, the emptiness, of life
apart from God. In one place he speaks
of such a life as “chasing the wind”
(Eccl. 2:17). Experience bears this out.
Life apart from God is often little more
than a hectic, frantic scramble for
earthly, material things, for things
which guarantee little lasting peace,
joy, or happiness. By contrast, a life
intertwined with God and with His Son
Jesus Christ is a life blessed with true
and solid values and lasting spiritual
comforts. Jesus Christ is the true
Friend and Companion any of us sin-
ners need; He is the One who came
into this world of sin to live a holy life,
suffer and die innocently on the cross
to gain for us forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation. Knowing the crucial role
that Jesus, the Friend of sinners, has as
the Third Party in a marriage has
caused many couples to put up a
plaque which reads: “Jesus Christ is
the Head of this house, the Unseen
Guest at every meal, the Silent Listener
to every conversation.”

Today the two of you are becoming
one under God. You may have had a
friend or two who kidded you about
this day, saying “Marriage is a ball . . .
and a chain!” While intended to be
humorous, the statement really calls
attention to a mixed blessing. Marriage

]

“...a‘cord of three
strands’ is much stronger,
much more difficult to break.
On this big day in your life,

I can do no better than to

impress upon you the impor-
tance of having the Lord God
as that third strand in your

marriage.”
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indeed brings two people together—not
to be a drag and a burden to each other,
but to enjoy and develop a deep and
lasting friendship and companionship.
The truth in the statement that “mar-
riage is ... a chain” is that you are giv-
ing up your independence. As a matter
of fact, people who try to keep their
independence within marriage won’t
long have a good marriage, but are like-
ly to cause strain within that holy union
and even shatter it. Dear young friends,
you are giving up your independence
today in order to make the most of what
you can be together as husband and
wife. May vyou ever remember
Solomon’s word to the wise, “A cord of
three strands is not quickly broken,”
taking God with you day by day.

On TV a civil magistrate conduct-
ing a wedding asked the couple: “Do
you promise to do everything in your
power to make this a lasting mar-
riage?” While he no doubt meant well,
the question asked reveals a humanistic
and shallow view, doesn’t it? You know
that relying on your own power won’t
cut it. As Christians, we know that the
power for a sanctified Christian life
comes from God and His Word. May
you from this day forward work and
pray to be best friends and good com-
panions to each other. With God’s help
may you build a home for yourselves

































